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While there is a lot of focus on human trafficking during events such as the Super Bowl or the Clympics, it is important to reclize
that human trafficking is happening every day. Human trafficking is largely misperceived in our media foday, showing victims
whe are taken against their will. While these incidents may happen, sex frafficking is highly relational. It may take menths and
even years for a frafficker to groom their victim. False misrepresentation in the media may impact the way we view the crime
and the way we perceive victims. Human trafficking can be hidden in plain sight due the amount of grooming, manipulation,

force, fraud, and coercion that takes place. While af large community events, signs of human trafficking may not be as obvious
as one thinks,

MYTHS V5. REALiTIES
o  MYTH: Traffickers are Strangers
REALITY: 9EX TeAFFi(KivG i RELATIONAL

o Accordingto a 2023 Survivor Study conducted by the Polaris Project, many survivors stated that their trafficker was a
romantic partner, and nearly 40% of survivors were trafficked by o family member. Many survivors stated they knew and
had a relationship with their trafficker. Traffickers groom their vietims into believing they are loved by showering them with

gifts, affection, and emotional support—creating a false sense of security, love, and affection.

o MYTH: Victims Will Always Seek Help
REALITY: TRAFFiCKiNG i$ COMPLEX ANP MULTIFAUETER

o Many victims may not know they are being trafficked. Tralfickers take time to develop trust with their victims, slowly
isolating their victims from support systems, creating a dependency on the trafficker. While victims may want fo leave their
situation, victims may feel an extreme amount of fear leaving their trafficker. Threats, violence, manipulation, and lack of

resources can make it extremely difficult for individuals to leave their situation.

iF SOMETHiNG FEELS OFF, iT PROBABLY i5. HERE’S WHAT (AN YOU 20 (SAFELY):

e  Trying to “rescue” someone by intervening can put you or that person in more harm.
o |fsomething seems wrong, it probably is.

o Contact security

o Or contact law enforcement

= Kent County Sheriff's Office: 616.632.6100

o Report any suspected trafficking at the National Human Trafficking Tip Line:

o Text“INFO" 10 233733

o Call888-373-7888
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