




















Xavier’s Journey—
a Tale of Perseverance

By Dave Blakeslee, Staff Writer

WHEN THE WORLD SAYS,
“GIVE UP,” HOPE WHISPERS,

“TRY IT ONE MORE TIME.”

tanding in court,
awaiting a verdict on
an assault charge,
Xavier Davis didn’t
know what direction
his future would take.
His anger had jeopar-
dized everything he had been
working for. After praying and

putting it in God’s hands, he could
only wait to hear his fate.

Xavier’s journey to that pivotal
moment was one too many children
travel. He spent his earliest years in
foster homes before being adopted
at age eight. However, family
turmoil dissolved his security and he
became a ward of the state by the
time he entered high school. A series
of placements followed —a school in
Utah, then Indiana, and finally back
to Michigan. Each move increased
Xavier’s frustration and anger. When
excessive fighting led to another
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discharge, his worker referred him
to Wedgwood as a last resort. He
entered the Stepping Stone program
in February 2003 at the age of 15.
Xavier recalls how hard it was
moving from placement to place-
ment throughout his teens. “I didn’t
know if I would ever really make it. I
got into fights, didn't listen to staff. I
was depressed.”

At Wedgwood, Xavier worked
hard to control his anger. He did
his best to focus on school and got
involved with the Employment
Training Program where he



<« Xavier Davis

developed confidence and leader-
ship skills. He joined Wedgwood’s
Student Council, helped plan social
events, and learned to interact with
adults more cooperatively than ever
before. He even obtained an off-
campus job at a local restaurant.

WITHOUT WEDGWOOD, | PROBABLY

WOULD NOT BE IN COLLEGE TODAY;

WITHOUT WEDGWOOD, | PROBABLY
WOULD NOT HAVE LEARNED THE

JOB SKILLS THAT | NEED TO KNOW;
WITHOUT WEDGWOOD, | PROBABLY
WOULD NOT HAVE LEARNED HOW
TO LIVE ON MY OWN

On the surface, it seemed that he
had finally put the past behind him,
but in December 2003, circumstances
took a dramatic turn. A fight with a
peer got out of hand —the police
became involved and decided to
press charges.

In January 2004, Xavier was
summoned to court, knowing that
the judge could send him to jail.
After pleading his case, he stood,
shaking and praying, awaiting the
decision. His prayers were
answered! Instead of jail, the judge
placed him on probation, explaining
that he based his decision on Xavier’s
progress at Wedgwood and on how
close he was to graduation. Greatly
relieved, Xavier took the decision to
heart. He finally understood the
need to take more responsibility for
himself and to fully embrace the
opportunity at Wedgwood. After
that, Xavier’s grades and behavior
were strong enough to earn early
release from probation and he has
kept a clean record ever since.
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Today, Xavier is a successful,
self-supporting student, working on
a BS in Criminal Justice at Ferris
State University’s Grand Rapids
Campus. He’s involved with a local
church where he serves as an usher
and on the membership manage-
ment team. Xavier credits his thera-
pist and staff for teaching him how
to manage his anger, and the chap-
lains for their prayers and counsel,
helping him to believe in himself
and persevere.

“Wedgwood is a place where
people want to help you become a
better person, become successful,
and see you make it. Without Wedg-
wood, I probably would not be in
college today; without Wedgwood, I
probably would not have learned
the job skills that I need to know;
without Wedgwood, I probably
would not have learned how to live
on my own.

As Ilook back, I see myself as a
successful person. I can only thank
the Wedgwood staff who played a
major part to help me become the
man I am today.”

Residential
Services
Overview

Wedgwood'’s Residential Programs
provide a safe, supportive
environment for teens and children
recovering from neglect, abuse
and trauma. As 2008 ended, four
programs—Crossroads, Delta,
Pathfinder and Summit—moved
into brand new facilities located
on our main campus, and another
program—Boelkins—relocated to
a community setting.

B Cook-Claus Home is a co-ed
open program for up to 18
youth. It opened in 2008 in the
first phase of consolidation
when Wedgwood and Brookside
Homes relocated from our
historic Wyoming Campus.

Parramore, Pathfinder and
Zondervan Homes offer secure
residential services for teenage
boys.

Delta and Riebel Homes meet
the needs of teenage girlsin a
secure setting.

Vander Ark Home serves
younger boys, ages 6 -12.

Crossroads Home works with
male teenage sex offenders.

Summit Home provides
substance abuse recovery
services to teenagers in a secure
co-ed environment.

Woodcliff Home (formerly
Boelkins) is located in a Grand
Rapids neighborhood and
works with six young people
(male and female) toward family
reunification, in partnership
with Network 180.

........................................................................................................................................................................................................

wedgwood.org | Winter 2009 | the impact



Educational
Services
Overview

Wedgwood understands the
importance of investing in
prevention and education efforts
that help at-risk youth avoid falling
into further hardship. In addition
to the innovative work being
done at Lighthouse Academy

(see accompanying article on this
page), we provide a wide range of
educational services that benefit
the West Michigan community.

B Substance Abuse Prevention in
schools, community centers and
churches

Sexual Abstinence Education
for Middle and High School age
students

Community Outreach Groups
addressing topics of vital
interest in local school settings

Community Awareness Events/
School Assemblies that
promote healthy values: Pure
Passion for Fashion (abstinence),
HOOKED! (substance abuse) and
BreakDown (positive self-image)

The Wedgwood Institute offers
high-quality Lifelong Learning
opportunities for adult audiences
including area professionals,
foster parents and volunteer
mentors. These classes are also
open to concerned citizens and
family members who want to
increase their knowledge of issues
confronting young people today.
See page 14 for the spring training
schedule, and visit wedgwood.org
for more information.

Lighthouse and Wedgwood—
Filling the Void

.....................................................

........................................................

By Brad Sims, Advancement Officer

efore becoming a

charter school at the

beginning of the

2008/09 school year,

Lighthouse Academy

offered a special 1:1 program for
students who had severe behav-
ioral issues. This innovative
program combined highly
personalized instruction (one
student/one teacher) and inten-
sive counseling with Wedgwood
therapists to eventually transi-
tion the student back to the
classroom. Unfortunately, as a
charter school, Lighthouse had
to discontinue the 1:1 program
because it is not covered under
public funding.

For many highly troubled
teens, the effectiveness of the 1:1
program is exactly what they
need to continue their educa-
tion. Without it, they are on a
fast track to yet another expul-
sion—this time, from Light-
house, the only school in West
Michigan they can attend. They
would literally have no place to
go. In response to this critical
need, Wedgwood Christian
Services has partnered with
Lighthouse to raise money for
reinstating the 1:1 program.
Since the beginning of this
school year, six students have
already been placed under long
term suspension or expelled.
Looking at the entire year,
Principal Heidi Cate estimates
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that the 1:1 program could save
as many as 18 students from
expulsion.

Also not covered by public
funding is Young Life, a non-
denominational Christian pro-
gram that reaches out to middle
school, high school and college
students with the good news of
Jesus Christ. Because Lighthouse
Academy views education in a
holistic way, and recognizes the
spiritual needs of its students,
they are partnering with
Wedgwood to offer voluntary
Young Life programs during
non-school hours. Wedgwood’s
Young Life staff are committed to
bringing Christ’s messages of love
and hope to any Lighthouse
student who is interested in
learning more.

Wedgwood Christian Services
and Lighthouse Academy form a
unique alliance that helps to fill a
critical void in the lives of many
at-risk students. With continued
support, more students than ever
will experience hope, healing, and
personal success that will have an
impact on the rest of their lives.

<« Brad Sims, MBA
Advancement Officer
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Meeting Community Needs
with Excellence & Innovation

By Teri Clark, Director, Community Services

WEDGWOOD'’S PROACTIVE EFFORT TO MEET THE NEEDS OF YOUTH

AND FAMILIES THROUGHOUT WEST MICHIGAN LEADS US TO

OFFER A FULL SPECTRUM OF COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES.

his brief overview
provides an “at a glance”
summary of the ways we
reach out to those in need of
support and assistance.
Outpatient Services are available
for youth up to 18 years old. Services
promote healing through a holistic,
person centered and strength based
philosophy of treatment. Wedgwood
is the only organization in Kent
County contracted with Network 180,
the county’s mental health system, to
provide Dialectical and Cognitive
Behavior Therapies for youth.
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In Home Services assist families
with children who struggle with severe
emotional disturbance. Coordinating
with local schools, doctors, respite
providers and other professionals,
parents receive vital tools to improve
the quality of their support system.

Specialized Foster Care addresses
the needs of youth ages 8 — 18 with
emotional impairments, delinquent
backgrounds, mental illness and/or
substance abuse. Youth are matched
with trained, loving foster families who
meet Wedgwood’s standards for
excellence and Christian compassion.

Juvenile Justice programs help
youth transition out of delinquency
and into socially appropriate lifestyles.
Teens moving from residential place-
ment (or who are at risk of entering
that system) receive intensive treat-
ment and supervision from Wedg-
wood therapists.

Independent Living provides
support for youth aged 16 — 18 seeking
to establish themselves as responsible
members of the community. Youth
agree to a housing contract with
qualified trained families or single
adults who provide positive guidance
and a nurturing environment.

Adolescent Substance Abuse
Services provide a broad continuum
of services: education, outpatient,
community outreach, and intensive
outpatient group therapies. Youth
with identified substance abuse
problems participate in short-term
intensive treatment services that range
from weekly meetings to groups that
meet three times per week for extra
reinforcement and accountability.

Wedgwood takes great satisfaction
in offering effective, innovative and
urgently needed services that bring
healing and restoration to children
and families.

< Teri Clark, LMSW
Director, Community
Services
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Wedgwood’s Annual
Bowling Event

Saturday, March 14, 2009
Fairlanes Bowling
3335 Fairlanes SW,

Grandyville
9:00 am - 11:00 am
Registration at 8:30 am

Join us for Wedgwood's

Knock’Em Down for
Kids 2009

...a fun-filled competition
complete with food and prizes!
Proceeds from this event go
directly to Wedgwood'’s youth,
giving them opportunities to
enjoy exciting youth activities
and camping experiences,
many for the very first time!

Call 616.942.2392
for more information or visit
www.wedgwood.org!

Wedgwood’s Commitment
to Wellness

By Chad Reagh, Parramore Home Counselor

edgwood
recognizes that
children requiring
residential services
deserve support in
all areas of life. To address their
physical needs, often exacerbated
by a lifetime of abuse and neglect,
we constructed a new 3,000
square foot Wellness Center this
winter adjacent to the Velting
Activities Center.

The Wellness Center features
state-of-the-art cardiovascular
and weight resistance Technogym
exercise equipment that users
easily adjust to optimal personal
settings. In all, there are 20
training stations and a circuit
training system that can accom-
modate up to 18 people at a time.
Staff provide supervision to
ensure safety and proper use of
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equipment. Young people work
out in groups and can complete
the full-range circuit training in
about 30 minutes.

Our Wellness Specialists were
trained in January in preparation
for the Wellness Center’s opening.
A Technogym representative
notes that the beautiful new
facility makes Wedgwood the
national leader for wellness
related services for children in
residential treatment.

A new gym at Lighthouse
Academy allows students to enjoy
basketball, volleyball and weight
resistance training on equipment
recently donated by Calvin
College. This new space provides
clients with the opportunity to
stay fit and active, which are vital
to physical, mental, and emotional
wellness.

When spring arrives, the
residents and staff on campus will
have additional opportunities to
pursue wellness outdoors. A new
walking trail, outdoor basketball
and sand volleyball courts will be
available for them to gain needed
physical competence that helps
increase their self confidence and
health.

<4 Chad Reagh, MA, LPC,
Parramore Home
Counselor



Giving Glorifies God

edgwood is
blessed by the
generosity of many
organizations and
individuals who donate food,
Christmas gifts, household items,
toys, sporting equipment, craft

Christmas Gifts for all residents
Wedgwood Guilds
St. Mary’s School—Westphalia

Special Year End gifts

Jason and Jennifer Boelkins Grant

Food Donations

Ada Christian Reformed Church
Friends and Family Christmas Parties
Grand Rapids Christian High School

Hudsonville Christian Elementary
School

Hudsonville Christian Middle School
Jenison Christian School

Millbrook Christian School

North Pointe Christian School
Plymouth Christian School

D3 Hockey Team—Davenport
University

Recreational and Craft Items
Ada Bible Church Sunday School

Stocking Stuffers
Wedgwood Guilds
The Anderson Family

Kitchen wares, bedding, kids books

and teddy bears

Family Christian Stores Foundation—
James Fund

Heartfelt thanks to all who made inkind gifts during 2008!

items, handmade quilts and
“made to order’ birthday cakes.
All these gifts glorify God by
making a difference in the lives of
children who are healing from
trauma, abuse and neglect.

Handmade Pillows with books

Slumber Tales—a Ministry for
Children

Assorted hair & personal products
Maly’s Supplies & Equipment

Anonymous Friends
Pillowcases

Scarves

Stocking Hats

Tote Bags

Members of the Davenport University
Hockey Team donated 2,168 canned goods

James Fund of Family Christian Stores Foundation
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Co-Chairs: Jim Buinsma and Jim Engen

DaTke
Monday, June 1, 2009

LocaTion
Egypt Valley Country Club

FormAT
Four-person Scramble

EnxTrY FEE
$210 (or as identified by
corporate sponsorships)*
Includes driving range, green fees for 18 holes,
cart, breakfast and lunch, or lunch and dinner,

awards, and golfer gifis.

REGisTrRATION DEADLINE
Wednesday, May 11, 2009

ScHEDULE - A.M.
6:30 a.m. Registration, Breakfast Buffet,
Practice Range opens
8:00 a.m. Shotgun Start
12:15 Lunch and
Division Contest Prizes

ScuepuLe - P.M.
10:00 a.m. Practice Range opens
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Registration And Lunch
1:30 p.m. Shotgun Start
6:30 p.m. Dinner and
Division Contest Prizes
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A Philosophical Framework for Working
with Adolescent Substance Use
(intermediate)

Date: Tuesday, March 10, 2009

Time: 7:30-9:30am CEs: 2.0

Presenter: Anthony Muller, MA, LLPC, CACHI
We will discuss how to clinically evaluate,
plan, and treat a substance abusing
adolescent. Participants will learn three
challenges, the pros and cons of three
different substance abuse philosophies,
and an example of an integrated clinical
perspective on adolescent substance use.

Putting the “Super” in Supervision:
How to Conduce Effective Clinical
Supervision in Social Work Practice
(intermediate - advanced)

Date: Thursday, March 19, 2009
Time: 9:30 am-12:45 pm CEs: 3.0
Presenter: John Mooradian, PhD
Participants will explore ways to enhance
practice skills, advance professional
development, learn to distinguish
clinical supervision from therapy and
management, select modes of clinical
supervision, and implement clinical
supervision interventions.

Health and Safety in Home/Community-
Based Services (basic - intermediate)
Date: Tuesday, March 24, 2009

Time: 9:00-11:00 am CEs: 2.0

Presenter: Jill Peck, LMSW, ACSW
Participants will learn the potential health
and safety risk in the home environment,
identify ways to assess the environment
for health and safety concerns, and identify
ways to keep themselves safe in client
homes and in the community.

Poverty Simulation (basic)

Date: May 14, 2009

Time: 9:00-11:30am CEs: 2.5
Presenter: ACCESS of West Michigan
Participants will role play the lives of
various family profiles living in the state of
poverty, hear from volunteers who share
their real life stories of living in poverty,
and receive resources and additional
information for opportunities to respond.

Contact Vito Lentini at (616) 831-5642
or vitol@wedgwood.org for more
information. Training information is also
available online at wedgwood.org.
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Tithing Time

By Molly Guillaume, Volunteer Coordinator

edgwood has truly
been blessed to have
the investment of
seven dedicated men
serving in the Facilities Depart-
ment. Every Wednesday they come
together to prepare for their
volunteer tasks of the day. Projects
include vehicle maintenance and
repair, construction projects,
carpentry, furniture repair, win-
dow washing, landscaping and
grounds maintenance. They have a
clear spiritual conviction that it is
important to give back some of the
talent and time God has given
them.

Volunteers saved Wedgwood
nearly $160,000 last year by donat-
ing their efforts and energy, and
often remark what a wonderful
experience it is. During the recent
renovation of the Huizinga Admin-
istration Building, one volunteer
shared, “I saw God’s spirit in that
place...lots of love, peace in the
faces of those who work there. I
think almost everyone thanked me
for volunteering. People were
helpful, thoughtful and had sweet
spirits.”

wedgwood.org

A Current Facility Department Volunteers
(from left to right): Don Ver Hage, Cliff
Hirdes, Karl Hofstra, Jim Van Lier, Jack
Walburg, and Herm Diedering. Not pictured
is Charlie Jansen.

So if you find yourself with a little
extra time...please consider volun-
teering. Perhaps you are a hairstylist,
artist or musician. Maybe you're
particularly good at relating to kids.
Many of the youth here have little or
no family involvement and have
been deprived of normal childhood
activities. With our campus consoli-
dation, there are always building,
facility, and landscaping projects!
Please take a few minutes to prayer-
fully consider helping. Call Joy or
Mollie at (616) 831-5565 or email
jbetten@wedgwood.org for more
information... or check out the
volunteer opportunities online at
wedgwood.org.

<« Molly Guillaume, MSW
Volunteer Coordinator



Christ—The Ultimate Solution

WEDGWOOD MAKES

By Pastor LeRae Kuperus

IT A PRIORITY TO BRING CHRIST’S

MESSAGE OF HOPE AND HEALING TO THE YOUTH WE SERVE.

he primary goal of our
Chaplains and Young
Life programs is to reveal
God’s grace, love, forgiveness
and peace so that lasting
healing can occur, while glorifying
God in the process.

We attribute much of our 85%
residential success rates (vs. 70% state
standard) to the fact that we present
Christ as the ultimate solution to their
problems - the One who gives meaning
and purpose to their lives.

Our Chaplains and Young Life lead-
ers addressed the spiritual needs of
over 535 youth receiving residential
treatment last year through a variety
of services—1:1 counseling and
discipleship, group devotions and
worship, Young Life club meetings,
Bible studies, and spiritual retreats.

Chaplaincy Encourages Creativity
Last summer, our chaplains sponsored
the first annual Art and Spirituality
Workshop Series for our residential
clients. For six consecutive Mondays,
these workshops provided a fun and
constructive summertime activity for
Wedgwood’s youth, inspiring them to
explore new ways to express them-
selves. Local artists came to our
campus to instruct them on various
media including line drawing, clay,
paint, mosaics, macramé, and beads.
Devotional materials helped youth

A AWedgwood client’s interpretation of Van
Gogh'’s “Starry Night.”

draw the connection between their
personal creativity and the God who
created each of them in His own image.

Young Life Sparks Enthusiasm
At the center of the Young Life ministry
are bi-weekly club meetings for young
people from Wedgwood’s residential
programs. This is an opportunity for
our teens to come together for spiritual
life and recreation activities designed to
address their concerns and meet their
needs. In addition to these lively and
energizing gatherings, Young Life
sponsors a variety of outreach and
service projects that give around 40
youth each month the chance to apply
the gospel to their daily experience and
bless the lives of others. These activities
include:

Basketball Night—an hour of 4x4

basketball with devotions help shape

young men’s attitudes about team-
work, winning, losing, and character.
Kids Food Basket—a citywide
project where young people help
deliver dinners to at-risk children in
Grand Rapids.

Degage Ministries—the youth serve
the poor, homeless and others who
live in the Heartside district with
meals, support and fellowship.
Small Group Bible studies—25
youth participate each month.
Timber Wolf Lake Camp—18-20
Wedgwood residents participate in
a large regional Young Life Camp
involving hundreds of other young
people from all over the country.

An exciting development in the
Young Life ministry in 2009 is a
contemporary “bistro” style gathering
place in Wedgwood’s Nagel Chapel.
This new space will encourage young
people and staff to spend time
together in an informal setting, and
represents a significant upgrade in our
ability to offer creative ministry
services to Wedgwood’s youth.

In addition to their direct work with
young people, our Chaplains and Young
Life staff provide important guidance
and support to our professional staff,
equipping them to effectively minister
to their young clients, and offering

invaluable nurture
and pastoral care.

Pastor Le Rae Kuperus,
M.Div
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October - December 2008 Gifts

In Memory Of

Gifts given in memory of a loved one are placed in the Wedgwood Foundation, which
helps fund Wedgwood'’s programs for youth

Jack Bruining
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Bruining

William C. Buiten
Iris Jane Buiten

Rev. Ed Cooke
Annette Cooke

Joyce Gerrard
Dr. Allen Gerrard

Suzanne Grant
Elaine Ike

Jenna Jelles
Julia Hornack

Kathryn Kadey
Shirley Bullared
Leora Hoeksema
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Mortenson
Georgia Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Pope
Carol Rockwall
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Steiner

Leah and Cornelius Kos
Shirley Monte

Mr. and Mrs.Tauno Williams

Bill Kuiper
Nella Groff

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ritsema
Albert Ritsema

Bob Smit
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Smit

Ralph and Lena Veen
Alyce Veen

Barb Voges*
Merrita Tumonong

John Witte
Phyllis Witte

Violet Wondergem?*
Casey Wondergem

In Honor Of

Wellness Services Staff
Kathy Van Houten

Melissa and Rick De Vos
Mr. and Mrs. Herm Guikema

Wayne Gort
Mr. and Mrs. James Brasser

Carole Jonkman
Dr. Jeffrey Jonkman

Douglas and Marjorie Parks
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Keeney

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Pasma
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Pasma
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Pasma

Mr. and Mrs. J. Prater
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Beemer

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Vander Sloot®
Joan De Vries

* For the Chaplaincy Program
T For the Capital Campaign

# For Wellness Services

§ For the Young Life Program

Wedgwood Christian Services’ Mission Statement
Extending God's love to youth and families through professional counseling and educational services.

\)\T E D (._;l V\TO O D NON-PROFIT ORG.
CHRISTIAN SERVICES USPP?A?SAGE
transforming lives one child at a time GRAND RAPIDS, MI
3300 36th Street SE PERMITNO. 564

Grand Rapids, M1 49512-2810



